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National Curriculum 
Vocabulary 

National Curriculum 
Vocabulary

●  Country 
● Capital city 
● Sea 
● United Kingdom 
● Physical geographical 
features 
● Human geographical 
features 
● North Pole 
● South Pole 
● Atlas 
● Globe 
● Compass 
● Left 
● Right 
● Near  
● Far 
● Map 
● Aerial photograph 
● Landmark 
● Key 
● Fieldwork. 
 
Key physical features: 
●Forest 
● Hill 
● Mountain 

● Country 
● capital city
● continent
● United Ki
● Physical 
features 
● Human geographica
features  
● North Pole
● South Pole
● Equator 
● Atlas 
● Globe  
● Compass
● Left 
● Right 
● Near  
● Far  
● Map  
● Aerial photograph
● Landmark
● Key 
● Fieldwork.
 
Key physical features:
● beach  
● cliff 
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Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 
National Curriculum 

Vocabulary 
National Curriculum 

Vocabulary 
National Curriculum 

Vocabulary 
National Curriculum 

 
capital city 
continent 
United Kingdom 
Physical geographical 

uman geographical 
 

North Pole 
South Pole  

 

Compass  

Aerial photograph 
Landmark 

ieldwork. 

Key physical features:  

● Country 
● capital cities 
● Europe 
● Counties 
● United Kingdom 
● Topographical 
● Equator 
● Northern Hemisphere 
● Southern Hemisphere 
● Map 
● Atlas  
● Globe  
● Digital mapping 
● Compass 
● Field work. 
 
Key physical features: ● 
● Beach 
● Cliff 
● Coast  
● Forest  
● Hill 
● Mountain 
● Sea 
● Ocean 
● River 
● Soil 

● Country 
● Capital cities  
● North America  
● United Kingdom 
● Topographical 
● Characteristics  
● Map  
● Atlas  
● Globe 
● Digital mapping 
● Compass  
● Four figure grid 
reference 
● OS symbols 
● Field work. 
 
Key physical features:  
● Beach 
● Cliff 
● Coast 
● Forest 
● Hill 
● Mountain 
● Sea 
● Ocean 
● River 
● Soil 

● Country
● Capital cities
● Counties
● T
● Land use
● Prime and 
Meridian
● Maps
● Atlas
● Globes
● D
● Compass
● F
grid
● Fi
 
Key physical features:
● Beach
● Cliff
● Coast
● Forest
● Hill
● Mountain
● Sea
● Ocean
● River
● Soil

Year 5 Year 6 
National Curriculum 

Vocabulary 
National Curriculum 

Vocabulary 
Country 
Capital cities  
Counties 
Topography 
Land use 
Prime and Greenwich 

Meridian 
Maps 
Atlas  
Globes  
Digital mapping 
Compass 
Four and six figure 

grid reference 
Field work.  

Key physical features:  
Beach 
Cliff 
Coast 
Forest 
Hill 
Mountain 
Sea 
Ocean 
River 
Soil 

● Country 
● Capital city  
● Topography  
● United Kingdom 
● South America  
● Topography 
● Characteristics  
● Time zones 
● Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn 
● Map 
● Atlas 
● Globe 
● Digital mapping  
● Compass 
● Four and six-figure 
grid reference 
● Symbols  
● Key  
● Field work. 
 
Key physical features: 
● Beach 
● Cliff 
● Coast 
● Forest 
● Hill 



● Sea 
● River  
● Soil 
● Valley  
● Season  
● Weather 
 
Key human features:  
● City  
● Town 
● Village 
● House 
● Shop 

● coast 
● forest 
● hill  
● mountain 
● sea 
● ocean 
● river 
● soil 
● valley 
● vegetation 
● season  
● weather. 
 
Key human features:   
● City 
● Town  
● Village  
● Factory 
● Farm 
● House  
● Office  
● Port 
● Harbour 
● Shop 

 

● Valley  
● Vegetation 
● Season 
● Weather 
● Climate zones 
● Biomes 
● Rivers  
● Mountain. 
 
Key human features:  
● City 
● Town  
● Village  
● Factory  
● Farm 
● House  
● Office  
● Port 
● Harbour 
● Shop 
● Settlement  
● Land use  
● Economic activity. 

● Valley 
● Vegetation 
● Season 
● Weather  
● Climate zone 
● Biomes 
● Rivers  
● Mountains 
● Volcanoes 
● Earthquakes 
● Water cycle. 
 
Key human features:  
● City  
● Town  
● Village  
● Factory  
● Farm 
● House 
● Office 
● Port 
● Harbour  
● Shop  
● Settlements 
● Land use 
● Economic activity. 

● Valley 
● Vegetation 
● Season 
● Weather 
● Climate zones 
● Biomes 
● Vegetation belts 
● Rivers 
● Mountains 
● Volcanoes 
● Earth quakes 
● Water cycle.  
 
Key human features:  
● City 
● Town 
● Village 
● Factory 
● Farm 
● House 
● Office 
● Port 
● Harbour 
● Shop 
● Types of settlement  
● Land use 
● Economic activity 
● Trade 
● Natural resources  
● Energy 
● Food 
● Minerals 
● Water.  

● Mountain  
● Sea 
● Ocean 
● River 
● Soil 
● Valley 
● Vegetation 
● Season 
● Weather 
● Climate zones  
● Biomes 
● Vegetation belts 
● Rivers 
● Mountains 
● Volcanoes 
● Earth quakes 
● Water cycle.  
 
Key human features: 
● City 
● Town 
● Village 
● Factory 
● Farm 
● House 
● Office 
● Port 
● Harbour 
● Shop 
● Types of settlement 
● Land use 
● Economic activity, 
● Trade 
● Natural resources  
● Energy 



● Food 
● Minerals 
● Water. 

 Where do I live? 
● Maps 
● Human features 
● Physical features 
● Compass 
● Direction 
● Environment 
● Fieldwork 
● Observation 
● Man-made 
● Natural 

Why don’t penguins 
need to fly? 

 Hot  
 Cold  
 Equator  
 Antarctica  
 South pole  
 North Pole  
 Desert  
 Climate  
 Biome  
 

The UK 

 Capital City 

 City 

 Sea 

 Rivers 

 County 

 Settlement 

 Change 

 Population 

 Compass 

 Topographical 
features 

 Land-use 

 Geographical region 

 United Kingdom 
 

Volatile Volcanoes  

 Topsoil 

 Subsoil 

 Bedrock 

 Crust 

 Mantle 

 Outer core 

 Inner core 

 Magma 

 Volcano  

 Eruption  

 Magma 

 Main vent 

 Crater  

 Magma chamber  

 Active 

 Dormant 

 Extinct  

 Habitat 

 Vegetation 

 Temperate 

 Mediterranean 
Trade resources 

 Settlements 

 Climate. 

Enough for Everyone 

 Settlement 

 Resources 

 Services 

 Goods 

 Electricity supply 
generation 

 Power 

 Gigawatt 

 Coal 

 Nuclear 

 CCGT 

 Pumped storage 

 Renewable 

 Non-renewable 

 Solar power 

 Wind power 

 Biomass 

 Origin 

 Import 

 Export 

 Food miles 

 Efficiency 

 Conservation 

 Carbon footprint 

 Global warming 

 Poverty 

 Food security 

 Famine 

South America 

 Continents 

 Countries 

 Cities 

 North America 

 South America 

 Latitude 

 Longitude 

 Equator 

 Northern 
Hemisphere 

 Southern 
Hemisphere 

 The Tropics of 
Cancer and 
Capricorn 

 Climate Zones 

 Biomes 

 Vegetation Belts 

 Rivers 

 Mountains 



 What does being British 
mean? 

 Rural 

 Country 

 Urban 

 City 

 Four countries 

 England 

 Northern Ireland 

 Wales 

 Scotland 

 Capital city 

 Edinburgh 

 Cardiff 

 Belfast 

 London 
 

Where am I? 
● Land-use 
● Fieldwork 
● Local environment  
● Housing types 
● Settlement 
● Suburb 
● Urban 
● Rural 
● Compass 
● Direction 
● Aerial view 

Worldly Weather 
● Europe 
● Continent 
● Northern Hemispheres 
● Southern Hemisphere 
● Climate  
● Capital City 
● Urban area 
● Human geographical 

features 
● Physical geographical 

features 
● Biome 
● OS maps 
● Temperate broad leaf 

and mixed forest 
biome 

Where in the world am 
I?  

● Local area 
● Town  
● City 
● OS map symbols 
● Human geographical 

features 
● Physical geographical 

features 
● Direction 
● Compass 
● Locality 
● Scale  
● Topography 
● Man-made 

Coasts 

 Coastlines 

 Deposition 

 Transportation 

 Erosion 

 Groyne 

 Headland 

 Sediment 

 Tides 

 Undercut 

 Longshore drift 

 Swash 

 Toursim 

 Whitby 

 Land Use 

Fieldwork Study 

 Land use  
 Grid reference  
 Os symbols  
 Scale  
 Distance  
 Recreational  
 Transport  
 Agricultural  
 Residential  
 Commercial  
 Development  
 Environmental 

quality 

 

  Why is it so fun to be 
beside the seaside? 
     ● Beach  

 Sea  
 Coast  
 Tourism  
 Sand  
 Seaside  
 Climate  
 Temperature  
 Past  
 Present   
 Countries 

 

Would you like to live in 
the rainforest? 
● North Pole 
● South Pole 
● Equator 
● Climate 
● Weather 
● Physical features 
● Human features 
● Oceans 
● Continents 
● Rainforest  
● Tribe 
● Indigenous  

Marvellous Mountains 
● Climate 
● Mountain range 
● Crust 
● Mantle 
● Magma  
● Inner core 
● Outer core 
● Summit 
● Slope 
● Face 
● Base 
● River  
● Source 
● Mouth 
● River bed 

Amazing Americas 
● Biome 
● Canyon 
● Climate 
● Drought 
● Erosion 
● Flood plain 
● George 
● Grand canyon 
● Lake  
● Latitude 
● Longitude 
● Mountain 
● Mountain range 
● Population density 
● Population distribution 
● Prairie 

How important are 
rivers? 
● Source 
● Upper course 
● Middle course 
● Lower course 
● Channel 
● V-shaped valley 
● Tributaries 
● Erosion 
● Transportation 
● Deposisition 
● Mouth 
● Estuary 
● Percipitation 
● Surface runoff 
● Throughflow  

 



● River 
● Topograph 
● Weather 

● Land use 
● Economy  
● Tourism 
● Flooding 
● Settlements 
● Flood plain  
● Confluence  
● Scale 
● Contour lines 

 


