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28 May 2020
Dear Year 6, Year 1 and Foundation Parent,
I am writing to give you further details regarding arrangements next week which sees the return of 3 year groups in school, Year 6, Year 1 and Foundation.
You may or may not have decided to send your children back to school and I want you to know that, whatever your circumstances and opinions on this matter, we fully support and respect you. I keep hearing the saying “We may all be in the same storm but we are all in different boats.” and I am fully aware that this is so very true.

You may have decided to wait a while and see what the national picture looks like, again this is completely fine with us- just give us a call should you change your decision, we are flexible and we are here for you. 

Children who are returning have been placed in a new class bubble. Each class has been split into two groups. One of the 2 groups will be led by the usual year group classteacher whilst the other group will be with a “new” teacher who the children may or may not be familiar with. We have tried to take into account friendship groups, needs and any other relevant factors when grouping the children. Whilst it will be unfamiliar and very different for the children returning, it also feels very different for the Chuter Ede staff many of whom are being asked to teach year groups they have had little or no experience of. It is testament to their skills and talents that they are all incredibly positive and embracing this new and unexpected situation- they will be sure to have a big smile and a warm greeting as they welcome your children into their new “bubbles.” To help with this, tomorrow (Friday) morning you will be receiving an e-mail from your new teaching team to introduce themselves and direct you to a video that you can share with your child prior to the return on Monday. You will be given details of your drop off and pick up arrangements and have a chance to see the classroom.

Here are a few more details regarding practicalities:-
ARRIVAL and PICK UP
Children will be arriving and being collected at staggered times from different points. You will receive details of this relevant to your specific bubble. Please can you ensure you are slick with the timings you are given, not too early or late, to ensure things go smoothly. We also ask that when waiting at your point, you observe all social distancing guidelines, observing the 2 metre rule and being respectful of the personal space of others. If your child becomes anxious or upset, we will not be able to comfort them in the usual way but we’ve got plenty of jolly songs and strategies on hand to positively encourage them into school.
SCHOOL UNIFORM  will be worn by all children returning from 1st June. We ask that it is washed regularly, ideally daily.  However, we understand that uniform may be outgrown and we will adapt a more relaxed approach to this.  Children may be best wearing trainers each day for outdoor PE sessions and breaks.  NO PE kits are required in school.

STATIONERY can be brought into school and must stay in school.  Personalised items are less likely to get muddled with the belongings of others.

COMFORT/FIDDLE TOYS may be brought into school but will need to stay in school to avoid cross contamination.

LUNCHES – Children in Foundation and Year 1 are entitled to Universal Free School Meals.  Our Office Manager will have already contacted you to arrange this.  Meals provided by Catering will be a cold option, consisting of sandwiches, fruit, a treat item, sometimes a yoghurt/and savoury  or sweet biscuit.  Alternatively children may bring their own lunch in a recognisable lunch box.  Children in Year 6 may bring their own lunch or purchase the cold lunch option one at the cost of £2.35. Please be aware that lunches will need to be pre-ordered and we will need a weeks notice of this.
WATER BOTTLES- We ask that children bring their own water bottle to school which they will be able to fill throughout the day. This will go home each night to be washed.
SNACK- Children may also bring a snack for breaktime.
SCHOOLWORK –Teachers will be working from a more relaxed curriculum and a big focus will be on the personal, social and emotional aspects of learning. For Year 6, the focus will be on transition to secondary school.
SAFETY- Whenever and wherever possible, we shall be ensuring children follow all of the social distancing guidance. We need to make it clear that this cannot be fully guaranteed at all times but staff will endeavour to strictly follow guidance in order to protect themselves and the children in their care and minimise risks to all.
CONTACTS- The same staff will be working with the children in each Bubble. If you have any concerns, please contact the staff initially either by e-mail or by phone. As always you may contact myself at Balderton and Mrs Revill at Fernwood for anything at all.
If you have any further questions regarding the arrangements, please do not hesitate to contact us.

We are so looking forward to seeing you all again and whilst we recognise that school will be a very different place when we return, our ethos remains the same and we continue to be fully committed to ensuring your child feels safe, secure, happy and positive whilst they are in our care and as ever, their well- being and development is our priority.

Warm regards,

Bernadette Hunter

Headteacher
           _________________________________________________  
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