20th March 2020

Dear Parents/Carers, 

These are challenging and unprecedented times. We need to take this situation very seriously. We cannot state enough how important it is to reduce the spread of this virus by only sending your children to school if it is absolutely necessary. 

If you are eligible to send your children to school, we will be open on Monday for normal school hours- Fernwood site 8.45-3.00pm, Balderton site 9- 3.15pm. Currently there will be no provision for breakfast and after school care but this is something we are considering for the weeks ahead. Easter holiday cover will also be considered.

You will be required to bring evidence of your role as a key worker and where possible evidence of your working hours such as a shift pattern rota. Please complete the accompanying key worker registration form. We cannot accept your child without this.

Thankfully many of you are being very sensible and flexible about this. I have spoken to a parent this morning who genuinely needs a Monday and a Tuesday for her children because she is frontline and doing an amazing job.  She has arranged other provision for the remaining days of the week. Another parent who is a single parent key worker has told me that she doesn’t work mornings on a few days a week so will be keeping her child at home. This is the sort of sensible, open minded approach that we need to adopt. It should not be a case of “My husband/wife is a key worker therefore they are going into school every day because I’m entitled.”

Another parent suggested we open Saturday and Sunday- he was joking of course! I escorted him off the premises and told him not to spread that rumour because I would know it’s source! A sense of humour and some kind words are keeping us all going at the moment and I can’t tell you how touched we are by the kindness, support, generosity, fairness and good humour that many of you are showing. I have had a parent offering to come in and care for the children when they are not at work themselves, another parent has helped with printing the materials for home learning, another parent has bought me toilet rolls and hand soap as she appreciated that I cannot get to the shops at normal times. This is not to mention the cakes, chocolates, the wine, the kind words that myself, Mrs Revill and the staff have received. This virus has really brought the very best out in some people.
 
If children are sent unnecessarily to school, the risk to everyone increases and it will become impossible for us as a school to continue to offer provision for the weeks and months ahead. I currently have staff who are showing symptoms, whose family members are showing symptoms and who themselves are in the vulnerable category- myself included. We are relying on our cleaners, our lunchtime staff, our support staff and our admin team in order to be able to keep going for those in genuine need.  We have our own families and partners and children to consider and everybody’s health and well being is of equal importance. If selfish attitudes are adopted and people are unable to see the “bigger picture” then I predict we will be closed before this global pandemic is under control. I beg of you to think of the bigger picture and only send your children to school if absolutely necessary.

For children coming in to school as of Monday 23rd March 2020, the following measures/precautions must be taken:
▪ School uniform to be worn- we want to keep things as “normal” as possible for the children who may be feeling confused or anxious.
▪ Up to date contact details for family members must be available within school and emergency contact details should your child become poorly/show symptoms of contracting corona virus.
▪ Your child must be registered in and out of the premises by somebody who either has parental responsibility or has been nominated by yourselves, as long as you are all fit and well and not showing symptoms of corona virus.
▪ If you become unwell with corona virus symptoms, you must immediately contact school and arrange for collection of your child. You must all then self isolate.
▪ Social distancing must be enforced whilst your child is not in school if we are to prevent/minimise the spread of infection.
▪ School must be informed if you no longer fall within the critical worker list or you have been asked to self-isolate.
▪ Thorough hand washing to take place at home just before leaving the home.
▪ Children must be dropped off at each site at the times stated above.

The severity of this situation is real and it is happening. We urge you to make informed, genuine and selfless decisions before sending your children to our settings next week.

Take care everyone, be kind and be wise in these challenging times.







Bernadette Hunter & Rachel Revill 
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